LOI Biblical Reflection- Thursday 18 September

Who is My Neighbour? [Luke 10:25-37]

Introduction:
Our Biblical reflection for today is a follow up to some of the issues we discussed yesterday- issues of Ecclesiology and Mission as well as Reconciliation. It also bears in mind that we’ll focus of Ethical Evangelism and Proselytism today.
For our Reflection today I want to raise two primary questions:

· To what extent can we do evangelism or bear witness indifferent to Realities around us? (And in the light of this…)
· Who is My Neighbour?

1. Think for a Moment- on the neighborhood you grew up – what was it then…

· … And if it still exists- not replaced by a highway, shopping mall or bombed out, what is the neighborhood like today? How did people relate when you were growing up? And assuming the neighborhood still exists, how do they relate now?

· What are neighbors like today and who is my neighbor?

· This is a very important question for today. Let me illustrate:

2. Growing up in Jos, Nigeria: I grew up in an African context that believes it takes a village to raise a child. I, like other children freely roamed the street, play, climbed walls to pluck mangoes – (greatest threat were vicious dogs). When I went astray any older person can correct or give me a spanking and my parents would than them for it. Etc. I was in the same neighborhood last year- there were no children playing on the fields, there gated homes with high walls. Going to Church required going through airport like security.
· Mutual suspicion etc. breakdown of trust, break down of community; more significantly breakdown of imago dei in people- for we are created to be relational beings.

· This is a reflection of the state of our world... Think of the Sudan (celebration of newest nation in Africa- just about three years ago- common enemy- South against North Sudan- That was before the internal demons within the South were unleashed… etc. 
It is in the light of this that today’s passage is significant: Luke 10:25-37 (Who is my neighbor)

3.
An expert in the Law asked Jesus, Teacher . . . what must I do to inherit eternal life? This question surfaced on several occasions (Matt. 19:16-22; Luke 18:18-23; John 3:1-15). The question in this case was suspect, as can be seen from two points in the text:

3.1.
The expert in the Law wanted to test Jesus. (He called Jesus “Teacher,” didaskale, Luke’s equivalent of a Jewish Rabbi.)- Luke 10:25
3.2.
After Jesus answered the man’s question, Luke records that the man wished to justify himself (Luke 10:29).

3.3.
Jesus answered his first question with two other questions (v. 26), driving the Law expert back to the Old Testament Law.
· What is written in the law? And how do you read it (interpret it?) [Note: Jesus was aware of the challenge of the difference between what is written and how it is interpreted]

3.4. The expert answered correctly by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. One must love . . . God and one’s fellowman in order to keep the Law properly. Jesus affirmed that if the man did this, he would live.

The expert’s response should have probably been to ask, “How can I do this? Or, I am not able. I need help.” Instead, he tried “to justify himself,” that is, to defend himself against the implications of Jesus’ words. So he tried to move the focus off himself by asking, and who is my neighbor?  Who is my neighbor? (Don’t I already relate to my fellow Rabbis, my intellectual class? My religious community? WHO is?

3.5.
Jesus answered by telling the Parable of the Good Samaritan. (We all know the story well) The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends approximately 3,000 feet in about 17 miles. It was a dangerous road to travel for robbers hid along its steep, winding way. 

· A priest, one expected to love others, avoided the wounded man, probably a fellow Jew.

· Levites were descendants of Levi but not of Aaron, and they assisted the priests (Aaron’s descendants) in the temple.

Note: 
· Both of these men saw the victim but passed by:

· Both of them should know what the law said… even concerning other people’s animals:
If you see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen on the road, do not ignore it. Help it to get to its feet. (Dt.: 22:4)
Another law said “if you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to take it back to him. If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down under its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help him with it. (Exodus 23:4-5)
If this was required even for animals, how much more should it be for people created in the image of God!
However, as always happens in a conflict or oppressive situation, the victims to be are always dehumanized b4 being ignored or treated badly- they are regarded or called by other names or things but human- history attests to this [In the era of slavery or Apartheid, black people were said to have no souls…; In the genocide in Rwanda, the enemy were cockroaches, not human etc.]
So, in our text, the priest and Levite came and passed by—although the law expressly required the opposite treatment even of the beast not only of their brethren, but of their enemy (De 22:4; Ex 23:4, 5; compare Is 58:7).

3.6. Then came a Samaritan—one considered ‘the other category’ by those of the priest and the Levite; a byword among them, synonymous with heretic and … other things…l (Jn 8:48; see on Lu 17:18).

· The Samaritans were scorned by the Jews of those days because of their mixed Jewish and Gentile ancestry. 
· It is ironic, then, that a Samaritan helped the half-dead man, dressing his wounds, taking him to an inn, and paying his expenses. 

· The little money cash left by the Samaritan indicates a poverty which made his response the more praiseworthy.

[There are so many allegoric interpretations of this parable that we need not go into...]
By asking which… was his neighbor? (Luke 10:36) Jesus was teaching that a person should be a neighbor to anyone he meets in need. The ultimate Neighbor was Jesus, whose compassion contrasted with the Jewish religious leaders who had no compassion on those who were the outcasts, the nobodies, the lepers of their day….

Jesus wrapped up His teaching with the command that His followers were to live like that true neighbor (v. 37).

4. Application:

How much of this do we do today? Who are our neighbors?
[Did you notice in the video clip of Ukraine that we watched the other day, that when the Father who rescued victims of the conflict and provided shelter for them, it was neighbors that became worried and began to complain?]
Who are those passed by and left by the road in our world today? Who are the marginalized? Who are the victims of the various contexts we represent here?
Now aside from prejudice; IT is so easy to leave people by the wayside: [My experience in Zimbabwe- in pursuit of petrol- the woman by the road side that I ignored but later returned to help]
Could it be that God is bringing us together at such a time as this for a purpose?

Consider the state of our world:

· Arab Spring, Syria, ISIS, Iraq, Libya, Israel, Ukraine/Russia; Ferguson Missouri, Israel, Gaza, Ebola in West Africa etc. Boko Haram, Al Shabab. Etc.

· One response is to shrug and say … these things would always be with us, the world has seen them before…

· But what is God calling us to be? And to do?

Can we afford to continue with the debates and mission as we are used to?

What Aspects of our witness is still faithful to the elements of the Mission of God-

-To rescue; -to impart justice; -to provide hospitality?

Can we afford to be silent and or indifferent to realities in our world?

If we do, we may end of with the lament of Niemoller who survived the Holocaust and became a leading German theologian:

Martin Niemoller: “In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up.” 

I will end with two Parables- My real life parables (who is my neighbor)?

· 1982- When my car broke down late at night and I was rescued at night by a Muslim who took me in for the night, fed me, fixed my car and sent me on my way the following morning. 
· 1992- Again a bad car situation with multiple flat tires. Rescued by a Muslim at night and taken to ‘my Christian brothers’ who were vulcanizers but would not fix my tires because it was Christmas day and they do not work on Christmas day. The Muslim who took me to them was more shocked than I was. He took me elsewhere and made sure my tires were fixed before bidding me farewell. Who then was my neigbour?
· And who is your neighbor today?
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� Niemoeller, Martin in John Bartlett, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1855, 1980), p. 824.
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